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which we can foresee''; and in January, 1931: "No one has supposed that except in a purely ceremonial sense in the way in which representatives of India attended the conferences during the war, that principle and policy for India would be carried into effect in any time which it is reasonable or useful for us to foresee."
But that was back in 1931. The Atlantic Charter was signed in the summer of 1941. America had not yet entered the war then. There was an advantage in leaving it undefined, for if Churchill had defined it then as he has now, America might never have entered a war for empire. But the Allies have had successes in 1942 and 1943, the prospects of victory are visible, England is growing confident and strong, and America has already irrevocably committed herself to the war. What he had left undefined he has now defined to a nicety. When, on March 17,1943, J. McGovern, Labourite, asked whether the Churchill statement on the British Empire meant that "Britain does not intend to give up its occupied territories at the end of the war, as well as Germany/' Churchill retorted: 'That would be a very insulting parallel to draw." (Associated Press, according to the New York Herald Tribune, March 18, 1943). Lest he should be misunderstood as construing the Atlantic Charter to mean liberation of countries subjected by England as well as those subjected by Germany, he took special care to let the world know exactly what he meant through Brendan Bracken. If anyone "is going to make the catastrophic error of destroying or handing over our goodly heritage, I think there is enough toughness in the fibre of the empire to resist such a suggestion. . . . We must fight for our rights," he declared to Bracken. "Having been a foundation member of the United Nations, we are not going to tell our people they can be pushed around by any other nation in the world. It is